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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-2, 6-11 and 14-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Fluegge et al. (USPN 5,583,797) 

With regards to claim 1 Fluegge et al. (USPN 5,583,797) teaches a system for 
testing an overhead traveling vehicle, the system comprising: 

a rotatable bearing set for rotatably engaging a outside edge of a wheel of the 
overhead traveling vehicle during testing; and (82;See figure 3) 

a data collector for collecting data regarding an operation parameter of the 
overhead traveling vehicle. (16; figure 1) 

With regards to claim 2 Fluegge et al. (USPN 5,583,797) teaches the rotatable 
bearing set is mounted to a rail. (Figure 3) 

With regards to claim 7-9, 14-15 and 18, Fluegge et al. (USPN 5,583,797) 
teaches a reflective section and the overhead traveling vehicle includes an optical 
sensor for interaction with the reflective section, and wherein the operation parameter 
includes a reading of the optical sensor. (Col. 2, lines 61-63) 



Application/Control Number: 10/669,849 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2863 

With regards to claim 6 Fluegge et al. (USPN 5,583,797) teaches the data 
collector further comprises a data analyzer for analyzing the operation parameter of the 
overhead traveling vehicle, (col. 4, lines 14-19) 

With regards to claim 10 Fluegge et al. (USPN 5,583,797) teaches a test fixture 
for supporting an overhead traveling vehicle for testing, the test fixture comprising: 

a rotatable bearing set for rotatably engaging a wheel of the overhead traveling 
vehicle such that the wheel can rotate but the overhead traveling vehicle remains 
stationary; (figure 3) and 

a raised support for supporting the rotatable bearing set. (see figure 3) 

With regards to claim 1 1 Fluegge et al. (USPN 5,583,797) teaches the raised 
support includes a'rail, and the rotatable bearing set is mounted in an opening in the 
rail, (see figure 3) 

With regards to claim 16 Fluegge et al. (USPN 5,583,797) teaches a method of 
calibrating an overhead traveling vehicle, the method comprising: 

supporting the overhead traveling vehicle on a test fixture, in a stationary state, 
by rotatably supporting each wheel of the overhead traveling vehicle with a rotatable 
bearing set including a pair of rotatable bearings; (see figure 3) 

operating a portion of the overhead traveling vehicle; (see figure 3) and adjusting 
a control of the overhead traveling vehicle to calibrate the overhead traveling vehicle, 
(col. 2, lines 41-45) 
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With regards to claim 17 Fluegge et al. (USPN 5,583,797) teaches the test fixture 
includes a rail substantially similar to that which the overhead traveling vehicle is 
configured to operate on. (figure 3) 

With regards to claim 19 Fluegge et al. (USPN 5,583,797) teaches the operating 
step includes driving each wheel with a respective servomotor, and the adjusting step 
includes adjusting at least one servomotor control. (Col. 3, lines 41-42) 

With regards to claim 20 Fluegge et al. (USPN 5,583,797) teaches the adjusting 
step includes calibrating the overhead traveling vehicle to have an operation parameter 
that substantially matches that of a replaced overhead traveling vehicle, (col. 2, lines 
41-45) 

Allowable Subject Matter 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 

Regarding claims 3 and 12: 

Claims 3-5 and 12-13 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The primary reason for the allowance of claim 3 is the inclusion of: the rotatable 
bearing set is positioned in a first extremity of the rail. It is this feature found in the 
claim, as it is claimed in the combination that has not been found, taught or suggested 
by the prior art of record, which makes this claim allowable over the prior art. 

The primary reason for the allowance of claim 12 is the inclusion of: 



Application/Control Number: 10/669,849 Page 5 

Art Unit:. 2863 

The rail being c-shaped and the rotatable bearing set is mounted in a lower 
extremity of the c-shaped rail. It is this feature found in the claim, as it is claimed in the 
combination that has not been found, taught or suggested by the prior art of record, 
which makes this claim allowable over the prior art. 

Claims 4-5 are allowed due to their dependency on claim 3 

Claim 13 is allowed due to its dependency on claim 12 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-20 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Aditya S. Bhat whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2270. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Barlow can be reached on 571-272-2269. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

AdityaBhat 

August 17, 2006 / 



/John Barlow/ 
Sup^sofyPatentBamin 
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